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New drone technology has great potential to address major global 
challenges, from disaster response to the speedy delivery of goods 
to the world’s hardest-to-reach places. With this in mind, UCLan 
set out to explore the potential applications for this burgeoning 
technology in the world of social good. The drone trend is also 
impacting the social sphere, whether it be in the co-ordination of 
aid operations or providing supplies for people in crisis regions. 
Increasingly, how we use drones is not a technical but rather a 
societal question. In comparison to remote-controlled hobby 
aeroplanes or helicopters, a drone is capable of flying 
autonomously and acting intelligently, and can also automatically 
avoid obstacles.  In this lecture, a number of UCLan drone projects 
will be presented covering areas such as search and rescue, 
agriculture and land mine clearance. Innovative uses for these 
“flying helpers" will be shown and a vision for the future of drones 
in our cities.

Further information on Prof Darren Ansell can be found at:
https://www.uclan.ac.uk/staff_profiles/dr_darren_ansell.php
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